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Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Year  1937. 

- 4. - 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Wath-upon-Dearne  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  Year  1937,  together  with  the  vital  statistics  for  the 
year. 

The  Report  is  arranged  generally  on  the  lines  of  Circular 
1650  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated  4th  October,  1937. 

I.  General  Statistics. 

Area  of  the  District .  2,335  acres. 

Population  (1931)  Census  ...  .  13,655. 

Population  (Estimated  Midsummer  1937)  ...  13,520. 

Height  above  Sea-level  .  70  to  325  feet. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  31st  Dec.,  1937  3,725. 

Rateable  Value  (September  1937)  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 
Rainfall  for  the  Year 
Number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell  ... 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  ... 

Respiratory  Death  Rate 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  {  Pulmonary  ... 

y  Other  forms 

Cancer  Death  Rate 

II.  Social  Conditions  of  the  Di 

The  male  population  is  mostly  employed  in  coal  mining  and 
in  this  industry  there  was  less  unemployment  in  the  area  than  in 
the  years  immediately  preceding  1937. 


£47,594. 
£168. 
2877  inches. 

144. 
0*589. 
1  ’257. 
0*444. 
0*222. 
1.479. 


trict. 


III. 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Live  Births 

J  Legitimate  127 

141 

268 

1  Illegitimate  5 

2 

7 

Totals  132 

143 

275 

Males. 

Females. 

T  otal. 

Still  Births 

j  Legitimate  8 

3 

11 

1  Illegitimate  — 

— 

— 

Totals  8 

3 

11 

Birth  Rate  -  Live  Births  20*34  per  1,000  population. 

(  Still  Births  38.46  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 

(The  Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  (live  births)  was  14*9  per  1,000). 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Deaths  .  77  79  156 

These  figures  give  a  crude  death-rate  of  11*54  per  1,000 
population. 

The  crude  death-rate  is  not  satisfactory  for  comparison 
with  the  death-rates  for  other  districts,  or  for  England  and  Wales 
as  a  whole,  owing  to  the  variation  in  age  and  sex  distribution  in 
different  areas.  The  Registrar-General  has  supplied  a  figure 
(which  for  this  district  is  1*22)  known  as  the  “Areal  Comparability 
Factor”  with  which  the  figure  for  the  Crude  Death  Rate  is  multi¬ 
plied  so  as  to  obtain  the  Adjusted  Death  Rate.  The  Adjusted 
Death  Rate  is  suitable  for  comparing  with  the  Adjusted  Death 
Rate  for  other  districts,  or  with  the  Death  Rate  for  England  and 
Wales. 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  14*07  per  1,000  population. 

(Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  12*4  per  1,000  population). 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ( Headings  29  and  30  of  the 


Registrar -General' s  Short  List )  : — 

Deaths. 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births. 

No.  29 

Puerperal  sepsis 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  30 

Other  puerperal  diseases 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals 

Nil 

Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  :  — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  40*00 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  41*05 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

For  England  and  Wales  (all  infants  per  1,000  live  births)  58*00 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  20 

,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  Whooping  cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  2 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  Nil 
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Deaths  from  All  Causes. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

1. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  ... 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— — 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

2 

5. 

Diphtheria 

2 

4 

6 

6. 

Influenza 

4 

9 

13 

7. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

2 

4 

6 

10. 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

— 

3 

3 

11. 

Syphilis 

— 

— 

— 

12. 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane, 
tabes  dorsalis 

1 

1 

13. 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

9 

11 

20 

14. 

Diabetes 

■ — 

— 

— 

15. 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c. 

6 

4 

10 

16. 

Heart  disease  ... 

11 

21 

32 

17. 

Aneurysm 

— 

— 

— 

18. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

6 

4 

10 

19. 

Bronchitis 

3 

4 

7 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

7 

1 

8 

21. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

— 

o 

4m 

22. 

Peptic  ulcer 

1 

— 

1 

23. 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  two  years) 

— 

— 

— 

24. 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

1 

25. 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

— 

— 

- - 

26. 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

1 

— 

1 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

28. 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

1 

1 

2 

29. 

Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  puerperal  causes 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  debility,  premature 
birth,  malformations,  etc. 

3 

2 

5 

32. 

Senility 

— 

2 

2 

33. 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

34. 

Other  violence  ... 

4 

2 

6 

35. 

Other  defined  diseases  ... 

10 

5 

15 

36. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

— 

— 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35 
as  above)  : — 

Small-pox 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

77 

79 

156 
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Inquests  were  held  in  respect  of  the  deaths  of  10  persons 
who  were  normally  resident  in  this  district.  The  findings  at  the 
inquests  were  as  follows  : — 

Deaths  from  natural  causes...  ...  ...  3 

Accidental  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Death  from  drowning  (suicide)  ...  ...  1 


Deaths  from  the  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases. 


Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Small-pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diphtheria  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  6 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  ...  ...  0 


Total  8 


The  above  figures  are  equal  to  an  Annual  Zymotic  Death 
Rate  of  0*592  per  1,000  of  population  as  compared  with  0*442  in 
the  previous  year. 

The  Death  Rate  for  Diarrhoea  diseases  (under  2  years  of 
age)  was  Nil ;  that  for  England  and  Wales  was  5*8  per  1,000  live 
births. 


IV.  Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and 

Other  Diseases. 

The  number  ‘of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  was  well 
below  normal  but  Diphtheria  was  very  prevalent  during  the  year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications 
received  in  each  of  the  past  seven  years  : — 


1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

67 

57 

177 

208 

70 

11 

Diphtheria  ... 

7 

8 

9 

112 

169 

61 

125 

(3 

negative) 

(5 

negative) 

(4 

negative) 

(40 

negative) 

(62 

negative) 

(22 

negative) 

(42 

negative) 
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V.  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis). 


DISEASE. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Small-pox 

Scarlet  fever 

11 

11 

— 

Diphtheria 

125f 

125 

6 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  fever 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

• — 

— 

Pneumonia 

15 

— 

8 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

• — 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  Anterior  Polio-Myelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

+  42  cases  were  negative. 


Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods. 

Respiratory. 

JVl.  F. 

N  on-  Respiratory 
M.  F. 

Respiratory. 
M.  F. 

Non -Respiratory 
M.  F. 

0— 

_____ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

___ 

1— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

15— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

35— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

45— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- — 

— 

65  and 
upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

4 

Nil 

3 
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VI.  Summary  of  Nursing  Arrangements,  Hospitals  and 
other  Institutions  for  the  District. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home  (Wath  and  West  Melton)  : — 

2  District  Nurses  (Charitable  Associations). 

Midwives  (Number  practising  in  the  District)  ...  ...  3 

Health  Visitors  (under  the  Authority  of  the  County  Council)  2 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  : — 


Name. 

Station. 

Nature  of 
Accommodation. 

By  whom 
Provided. 

Welfare 

Centre. 

Dunford  House, 
Doncaster  Road, 

Wath. 

Waiting  Room, 
Weighing  Room, 
Consultation  Room, 

County 

Council. 

n 

Wesleyan  Schoolroom, 
Princess  Street, 

West  Melton. 

Waiting  Room, 
Weighing  Room, 
Consultation  Room. 

County 

Council. 

Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Diseases  : — 

Controlled  by  the  County  Council. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  Local  Authority  ;  — 

1.  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

2.  Maternity  ..  ...  West  Riding  County  Council. 

(Maternity  Ward,  Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough). 

3.  Children  ...  (Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough). 

4.  Fever  Wath,  Swinton  &  District  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

(Wath  Wood  Hospital). 

5.  Small-pox  (Wath,  Swinton  &  District  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

(Hoober  Hospital). 

6.  Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

% 

Ambulance  Facilities  : — 

(a)  Infectious  Diseases  :  — 

Two  Motor  Ambulances  (Wath  Wood  Hospital). 
One  Motor  Ambulance  (Hoober  Hospital). 

(b)  Non-infectious  and  Accident  Cases  : — 

Motor  Ambulance  provided  jointly  by  Mexborough, 
Swinton  and  Wath  Urban  District  Councils. 

VII.  Laboratory  Work. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens  are  submitted  to 
the  County  Bacteriologist.  Free  use  has  been  made  of  this  facility 
during  the  year. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  supplied  to  Medical  Practioners  by 
the  department  as  required. 
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VIII.  List  of  Adoptive  Acts. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

(Parts  2,  3,  4  and  5). 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

(Parts  2,  3,  5  and  6,  and  Sections  52  to  67  of  Part  4). 

Public  Health  Act,  1925. 

(Parts  2,  3  and  5,  and  Sections  45,  46,  47  and  50  of  Part  4. 

Byelaws. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings.  Nuisances. 

Common  Lodging-houses.  Pleasure  Grounds. 

Slaughter-houses.  Offensive  Trade  of  Fish  Frier. 

IX.  Sanitary  Administration. 

Details  are  given  in  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
which  is  appended  hereto. 

X.  Public  Health  Staff. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  T.  Crowley,  L.R.C.P.S.  (Ire.)  &  L.M. 
Sanitary  Inspector  -  -  -  W.  W.  Wilkinson. 

Qualifications : 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors 
Examination  Joint  Board. 

Meat  &  Foods  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Smoke  Inspector’s  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Certificate  in  Sanitary  Science  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Pupil  Assistant  -  -  -  -  J.  D.  Hackford. 

Appointment  commenced  8th  November,  1937. 

(Salaries  of  both  Officers  contributed  to  by  Grants). 

XI.  Housing. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  .  ...  96 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  227 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  141 

(3)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 
or  injurous  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (excluding  those 
referred  to  under  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  :  — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18,  23,  Housing 
Act,  1930:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13,  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  3 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  20  Housing  Act,  1930  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil. 
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Housing  Act,  1935.  Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  at 


the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

(ii.)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  68 

(iii.)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  459 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  4 

(c)  (i.)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(ii.)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  64 


4.  Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  1937  : — 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  ...  ...  ...  54 

Total  54 


5.  Housing  Conditions  : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  ...  3749 

(2)  Number  of  working-class  houses  included 

in  the  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3589 

Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  The  quality  of  the  water  has  been 
satisfactory  and  no  restrictions  were  placed  upon  the  supply 
during  the  year.  New  mains  were  laid  in  the  High  Level  area 
during  the  year  to  supply  newly  erected  houses,  and  two  new  slow 
sand  filters  were  completed.  Chemical  and  bacteriological  ex¬ 
amination  of  samples  of  water  proved  satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE.  During  the  year  a  new 
9in.  diameter  foul  sewer  was  laid  in  Wath  Road  to  provide  sewer 
accommodation  for  new  dwelling-house  property. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS.  Following  an  outbreak  of 
Diphtheria  in  Midland  Terrace  a  report  was  made  upon  the 
partially  choked  and  insanitary  condition  of  the  stream  adjacent 
to  the  property.  The  matter  was  referred  by  the  Council  to  the 
Internal  Drainage  Board  but  nothing  has  been  done  and  the 
stream  still  remains  in  need  of  thorough  cleansing. 

SCAVENGING.  Refuse  collection  is  now  carried  on  with¬ 
out  any  complaints,  which  speaks  well  for  your  Cleansing  Depart¬ 
ment. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT.  Your  Sanitary  Inspector  takes 
observations  and  notices  are  issued  if  required. 
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SWIMMING  BATHS.  There  is  one  public  swimming  bath 
in  the  district  which  is  owned  by  the  Council.  The  satisfactory 
condition  of  the  bath  water  is  now  ensured  by  the  new  purification 
and  sterilisation  plant  brought  into  operation  in  1937.  A  bac¬ 
teriological  examination  of  the  bath  water  gave  satisfactory 
results. 

SCHOOLS.  The  Schools  in  your  District  are  kept  clean 
and  are  well  ventilated,  and  have  been  disinfected  on  three 
occasions  during  the  year. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY.  All  milk  cows  in  the  district  are  examined 
twice  a  year  by  the  County  Veterinary  Inspector  ;  in  addition 
frequent  inspections  are  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to 
ascertain  that  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  &  Dairies  Order  are 
being  carried  out. 

Samples  are  submitted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  to  the  County  Analyst  for 
analysis. 

( b )  MEAT,  etc.  All  slaughter-houses,  meat  shops,  stalls  and 
vehicles,  and  places  where  food  is  prepared  are  kept  under 
observation  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(c)  ADULTERATION,  etc.  Action  under  the  Foods  and  Drugs 
(Adulteration)  Act  is  carried  out  by  the  West  Riding  County 
Council  Inspectors  ;  samples  of  milk  are  also  obtained  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


* 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  kindness 
and  courtesy  I  have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Council,  and  the  help  I  have  received  from  your  Deputy  Clerk, 
Surveyor,  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

TIMOTHY  CROWLEY, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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WATH-UPON-DEARNE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report, 

1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Wath-upon-Dearne  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  report  on 
the  work  completed  during  the  year  1937. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

During  the  year  the  following  inspections  were  made  : — 


Primary 

Nature  of  inspection.  inspections. 


Inspection  of  houses  under  Housing 
or  Public  Health  Acts  re  Housing 

defects  ..  ...  ...  ...  96 

Inspection  of  premises  re  nuisances  192 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  29 

Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  467 

Butchers’  shops,  vans  and  stalls  ...  179 

Offensive  trade  premises  ...  ...  — 

Ice  cream  premises  ...  ...  2 

Factories,  workshops  and  workplaces  7 

Caravans  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lodging-houses  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act  ...  20 

Works  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  219 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  105 

Miscellaneous  inspections  ...  ...  99 


Re-inspections. 


131 

388 


2 

36 

35 


Totals  1518  589 
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Complaints  Received. 


105  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  and  all  were 
investigated  without  delay.  The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the 
complaints  received :  — 


Nature  of  Complaint. 
Choked  drains 
Defective  drains  ... 
Defective  water  closets  ... 
Verminous  premises 
Accumulations 
Housing  defects  ... 
Effluvium  nuisances 
Unpaved  yards 
Keeping  of  animals 
Overcrowding 
Refuse  not  removed 
Rats  or  Mice  infestation 
Dirty  houses 
Insufficient  water  supply 
Smoke  nuisances 
Miscellaneous 


No.  of  Complaints 
received. 

18 

4 

6 

8 

2 

15 

2 

8 

2 

2 

7 

6 

2 

1 

2 

20 


105 


Number  of  complaints  received  during  1937  ...  105 

Number  outstanding  from  1936  ...  ...  19 

Number  to  be  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  124 


Number  of  complaints  not  upheld  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  cases  where  nuisances  were  abated  79 
Number  of  cases  where  nuisances  were  not 

abated  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  ...  35 
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Nuisances. 

Number  of  nuisances  found  in  1937  ...  ...  212 

Number  outstanding,  31st  December,  1936  ...  81 


Total  needing  abatement  ...  ...  293 

Abated  during  1937  ...  ...  ...  191 


Nuisances  outstanding,  31st  December,  1937  102 


Number  of  informal  notices  served  .  .  ...  ...  105 

Number  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  .  98 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  ...  ..  ...  27 

Number  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 


Particulars  of  nuisances  abated  and  defects  remedied 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


New  drains  constructed 

3 

Drains  re-constructed 

3 

Drains  repaired 

•  •  •  9  •  • 

8 

Drains,  gullies,  etc.,  cleared 

>  •  •  •  •  • 

30 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired 

»  •  e  •  •  • 

4 

W.C.  structures  repaired 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

9 

W.C.  fittings  repaired 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

20 

Eaves  gutters,  fallpipes,  etc., 

renewed 

1 

Eaves  gutters,  fallpipes,  etc., 

repaired 

11 

Fallpipes  disconnected  from  drains  ... 

2 

Common  yards  paved 

•  •  •  .  •  . 

35 

Private  yards  paved 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

11 

Yards  cleansed 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Dustbins  renewed 

»  •  •  •  •  • 

14 

Roofs  repaired 

...  •  •  • 

13 

External  walls  repaired 

t  .  ,  •  •  • 

8 

Windows  repaired 

•  •  •  •  a  « 

20 

Fireplaces  repaired 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

13 

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired 

15 

Dampness  remedied 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

9 

Floors  repaired 

•  •  •  •  • 

8 

Defective  skirting  boards  and  dado  repaired  2 

Sinks  renewed 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

10 

Coppers  repaired 

-  -  •  •  •  • 

1 

Chimney  flues  and  stacks  repaired 

9 

Dirty  or/and  verminous  houses  cleansed 

25 

Accumulations  removed 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

Doors  repaired 

•  •  •  ... 

4 

Offensive  pool  abolished 

1 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied 

3 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  in 
the  various  Wards  in  the  District  and  the  sanitary  accommodation 
provided  : — 


WARD 

Dwelling-houses 

Dwelling-houses 
with  Shops 
included  in  Column  1 

Shops,  Factories 
and  Workshops 

Miscellaneous 

Buildings 

Privies 

Water-closets 

Fixed 

Ashpits 

Dustbins 

Cesspools 

Slop  closets 

Wet 

Dry 

Central 

908 

43 

43 

40 

19 

111 

10 

25 

895 

5 

1 

East 

692 

34 

10 

9 

18 

744 

6 

5 

674 

— 

— 

Wharncliffe 

752 

21 

24 

15 

5 

893 

2 

11 

804 

— 

— 

Winterwell 

651 

42 

26 

12 

8 

723 

4 

7 

645 

— 

1 

Melton 

746 

27 

23 

17 

1 

809 

1 

4 

746 

1 

— 

Totals 

3749 

167 

126 

93 

51 

4280 

23 

52 

3764 

6t 

2 

+  Including  2  for  cowsheds  only. 
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The  number  of  houses  in  the  various  Wards  without  separate 
water-closet  accommodation  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


WARD 

Number  of 
Houses  sharing 
Water-closets 

Number  of 
Water-closets 

Number  of 
Houses  sharing 
Privies 

Number  of 
Privies 

Central 

18 

8 

2 

1 

East 

— 

- — 

8 

4 

Wharncliffe 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Winterwell 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Melton 

8 

4 

— 

— 

Total 

26 

12 

12 

6 

Eleven  of  the  houses  still  sharing  sanitary  conveniencies  are 
subject  to  Demolition  Orders  under  Housing  Acts,  and  others 
may,  in  the  near  future,  be  dealt  with  in  a  similar  manner. 


HOUSING. 

A  summary  of  the  action  taken  during  the  year  under  sections 
11  to  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  is  as  follows  : — 


Nature  of  Order  made 
or  undertaking 
accepted. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses 
to  which  the  Orders  or 
Undertakings  relate. 

Complied  with 
during  1937, 

Demolition  Orders  . 

3 

3 

Closing  Order  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Undertakings  not  to  use  for  human 
habitation 

2 

1 

Undertakings  to  render  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  .  . 

Nil 

2+ 

Houses  upon  which  reports  were 
made  but  final  action  not  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  end  of  1937  .  . 

40 

— 

t  Includes  undertakings  accepted  by  the  Council  in  1936  which 
were  complied  with  during  1937. 


The  demolition  and  closing  orders  made  on  75  unfit  dwelling- 
houses  during  the  past  three  years  have  not  been  complied  with 
owing  to  the  alternative  accommodation  required  for  re-housing 
the  persons  to  be  displaced  not  being  available.  Since  the  Orders 
were  made  the  owners  have  not,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  executed 
any  repairs,  and  some  of  the  houses  are  in  almost  a  ruinous  con¬ 
dition.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  the  land  required  for 
the  erection  of  new  houses  has  been  obtained  by  the  Council  and 
tenders  invited  for  their  construction.  As  additional  building  land 
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will  be  required  for  the  erection  of  houses,  to  re-house  persons  to 
be  displaced  from  unfit  houses  as  a  result  of  action  commenced  at 
the  end  of  1937  to  deal  with  a  number  of  “  clearance  areas”,  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  difficulty  in  acquiring  further  land  will  not  arise. 


Lodging-house. 

There  is  one  lodging-house  in  the  district  which  was  inspected 
on  one  occasion  during  the  year.  The  premises  are  kept  in  a  very 
clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 


Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  two  caravans  stationed  in 
the  district  used  for  human  habitation.  There  is  a  tendency  for 
the  number  of  vans  to  increase  and  the  firm  application  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Byelaws  and  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  will  be 
necessary  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  unsatisfactory  structures 
of  this  type  as  dwellings. 


Eradication  of  Bed-bugs. 

Six  Council  houses  and  18  privately  owned  houses  were  dealt 
with  on  account  of  infestation  with  bed-bugs.  Six  Council  and  17 
privately  owned  houses  were  cleared  of  vermin  during  the  year. 

One  Council  house  which  had  been  vacated  and  left  in  a  ver¬ 
minous  condition  was  sprayed  with  insecticide  and  cleansed  by  the 
Council ;  in  five  Council  houses  the  responsibility  for  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  vermin  was  placed  upon  the  tenants. 

Nine  privately  owned  houses  were  treated  by  the  Council  at 
the  request  and  cost  of  the  owners,  4  houses  being  sprayed  with 
liquid  insecticide  and  5  houses  fumigated  with  sulphur  and  sulphur 
blocks.  These  methods  are  successful  in  completely  eradicating 
the  vermin  providing  they  have  the  support  of  a  thoroughly  clean 
tenant.  In  one  instance  after  the  trouble  and  expense  incurred 
in  cleansing  a  vacant  house  of  bed-bugs,  it  was  let  to  a  dirty  ten¬ 
ant  who  re-infested  the  premises  by  bringing  in  beds  which  were 
verminous. 

Only  one  tenant  was  removed  from  a  house  known  to  be 
verminous,  to  a  Council  house,  and  in  this  case  the  furniture  was 
thoroughly  cleansed  by  the  tenant  and  sprayed  with  insecticide  by 
a  Council  workman  prior  to  removal. 


18 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

1.  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions, 

Factories 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Workshops 

6 

1 

Nil 

Workplaces 

6 

2 

Nil 

Totals 

12 

3 

Nil 

2.  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars 

Number  of  Defects 

Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

2 

Other  nuisances 

•  •  *  •  •  • 

1 

1 

Totals 

3 

3 

Number  of  workshops  on  the  register  (other  than  bakehouses)  21 
Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  1 

Number  of  bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  inspections  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  14  farms  in  tne  district 
where  milk  production  was  carried  out.  23  cowsheds  were  in  use 
in  which  about  140  cows  were  kept. 

16  persons  (including  9  persons  producing  milk  within  the 
district)  are  registered  as  wholesale  milk  dealers. 

74  persons  are  registered  as  retail  purveyors  of  milk  ;  of  this 
number  36  sell  milk  only  in  closed  bottles. 

101  visits  were  paid  to  cowsheds  during  the  year  in  an  effort 
to  secure  the  production  of  clean  milk. 

Veterinary  Inspection  of  Cattle. 

Two  inspections  of  milk  beasts  were  made  during  the  year 
by  the  County  Veterinary  Officer.  Two  samples  of  milk  and  one 
of  expectorate  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  Three 
cows  detected  by  the  Veterinary  Officer  and  one  cow  reported  by 
its  owner  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  were  slaughtered 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 

34  samples  of  ordinary  milk  were  obtained  during  the  year 
and  forwarded  to  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  Department, 
Wakefield,  for  bacteriological  examination. 
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The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  results  of  the  examination 
of  the  samples  compiled  from  the  reports  received,  the  samples 
from  each  producer  or  dealer  throughout  the  year  being  grouped 
together : — 


Producer’s 

Number 

Sample 

Number 

Age  of  Milk 
when  sampled 
(in  hours) 

Temperature 
on  arrival 
at 

Laboratory 

Methylene  Blue 
Test. 

Period  before 
decolourisation 
(in  hours) 

Remarks 

1 

164 

16°C. 

ii 

Not  satisfactory 

167 

Nil 

11°C. 

s. 

Satisfactory 

178 

Nil 

10°C. 

s. 

Satisfactory 

2 

159 

Nil 

16°C. 

5 

Not  satisfactory 

166 

Nil 

11°C. 

S. 

Satisfactory 

181 

i 

¥ 

4°C. 

S. 

Satisfactory 

3 

158 

l 

¥ 

16°C. 

s. 

Satisfactory 

182 

¥ 

4°C. 

H 

Not  satisfactory 

5 

153 

2i 

14°C. 

5 

Not  satisfactory 

157 

2 

14°C. 

4 

Not  satisfactory 

179 

Nil 

10°C. 

s. 

Satisfactory 

6 

175 

Nil 

8°C. 

4 

Not  satisfactory 

9 

161 

Nil 

16°C. 

5 

Not  satisfactory 

10 

155 

2| 

12°C. 

2 

Not  satisfactory 

170 

Nil 

18°C. 

S. 

Satisfactory 

183 

1 

4°C. 

s. 

Satisfactory 

12 

174 

3 

¥ 

8°C. 

1 

Not  satisfactory 

177 

3 

4 

10°C. 

s. 

Satisfactory 

14 

162 

2J 

16°C. 

3 

Not  satisfactory 

165 

11°C. 

1 

Not  satisfactory 

169 

Nil 

18°C. 

3 

Not  satisfactory 

★  15 

156 

4 

13°C. 

4 

Not  satisfactory 

★  16 

152 

1  3 

4 

14°C. 

5 

Not  satisfactory 

17 

163 

l 

¥ 

16°C. 

3 

Not  satisfactory 

168 

Nil 

11°C. 

S. 

Satisfactory 

184 

1 

2 

4°C. 

S. 

Satisfactory 

★  19 

151 

5 

12°C. 

s. 

Satisfactory 

20 

160 

Nil 

16°C. 

5 

Not  satisfactory 

172 

Nil 

18°C. 

2 

Not  satisfactory 

176 

¥ 

8°C. 

4 

Not  satisfactory 

180 

¥ 

10°C. 

S. 

Satisfactory 

26 

171 

¥ 

18°C. 

3 

Not  satisfactory 

173 

Nil 

8°C. 

s. 

Satisfactory 

★30 

154 

¥ 

12°C. 

2 

Not  satisfactory 

★  Indicates  samples  from  milk  produced  outside  the 
Wath-upon-Dearne  Urban  District. 
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NOTE. — A  sample  is  regarded  as  satisfactory  which  is  not  decolourised  at 
the  end  of  4J  hours  if  it  has  been  taken  between  the  1st  of  May  and 
and  the  31st  October,  or  at  the  end  of  5£  hours  if  taken  between  the 
1st  November  and  the  30th  April. 

30  samples  were  obtained  from  milk  produced  within  the 
Urban  District  and  of  these  17  or  57%  were  reported  not  satis- 
tory.  Three  of  the  four  samples  of  milk  produced  outside  the 
District  were  unsatisfactory. 

Apparently  it  has  been  more  difficult  for  producers  to  reach 
the  standard  required  to  fulfil  the  requirements  of  the  Methylene 
Blue  test  than  it  was  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  result  when  both  the 
plate  count  and  coliform  tests  were  applied,  as  was  the  practice 
before  the  1st  January,  1937.  In  1936  only  15%  of  samples  of  milk 
produced  within  the  Urban  District  were  reported  unsatisfactory 
as  compared  with  57%  in  1937.  Visits  of  inspection  at  the  farms 
did  not  reveal  any  lowering  of  the  standard  of  cleanliness  in 
methods  of  milk  production. 

Tuberculous  Samples. 

Only  one  of  the  milk  samples  submitted  for  examination  was 
reported  to  be  infected  with  tubercle  bacilli.  An  examination  of 
the  cows  was  made  by  the  Assistant  County  Veterinary  Officer 
but  he  was  unable  to  detect  any  animal  showing  signs  of  disease 
and  subsequent  samples  submitted  to  the  biological  test  did  not 
show  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  in  the  milk. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders. 

One  supplementary  licence  to  retail  “  Pasteurised  ”  milk  and 
one  dealer’s  licence  to  retail  “Accredited”  milk  in  this  district 
were  granted  by  the  Council. 

Two  licences  granted  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council 
were  in  force  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  the  production  of 
“  Accredited  ”  milk  at  farms  in  the  Urban  District  Council’s  area. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  are  13  private  slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  but  of 
these  only  seven  have  been  in  use  for  slaughtering  purposes 
during  the  year. 


Number  of  visits  paid  to  slaughter-houses 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  butchers’  shops,  vans  and 

s  t  a.  11s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


467 

179 


21 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (approx.)  . 

130 

282 

17 

1872 

953^ 

Number  inspected  . 

88 

248 

17 

793 

858^ 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

5 

30 

— 

10 

10 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  and  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tubercul- 

OS1S  •••  . . .  •••  - . 

5'7% 

12-1% 

1*4% 

1*1% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

11 

61 

1 

— 

41 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis  ... 

12*5% 

25-2% 

6% 

— 

4-8% 

★  Figures  include  28  pigs  slaughtered  by,  or  on  behalf  of  cottagers  on 
premises  other  than  registered  or  licensed  slaughter-houses. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  unsound  meat  which  was 
surrendered  during  the  year  for  destruction  :  — 


Tuberculosis. 

Beasts.  47  sets  of  lungs. 

22  heads. 

12  mesenteries. 

4  livers. 

1  kidney. 

Head,  all  internal  organs  and  two  forequarters 
of  an  eight  months  old  calf. 

Whole  carcases  and  organs  of  2  cows. 


Pigs. 


21  heads. 

13  mesenteries. 

7  plucks. 

4  sets  of  lungs. 

1  spleen. 

1  kidney. 

1  lungs  and  heart. 
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Mastitis. 

Distomatosis. 
Angiomatosis. 

Abscesses. 

Abscesses. 

Cysts. 

Inflammation. 

Cirrhosis. 

Decomposition. 

Cirrhosis. 

Pleurisy. 

Inflammation. 
Inflammation. 

Ricketts. 

Parasitic. 

Cysts. 

Distomatosis. 

Abscesses. 

Abscesses. 

Abscesses. 

Abscesses. 

Inflammation. 
Inflammation. 

Dropsy. 

Food  &  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

Eight  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  during  the  year.  Seven  samples  were  reported 
genuine  and  free  from  preservative,  and  one  sample  deficient  in 
fat. 

The  results  of  'the  analyses  are  given  below  :  — 


Sample 

No. 

Total  Solids 

% 

Non -fatty 
Solids 

% 

Fat 

% 

Ash 

% 

1 

13*26 

9*23 

4*03 

0*74 

2 

12*48 

9*02 

3*46 

0*72 

3 

12*94 

9*30 

3*64 

0*74 

4 

1 1  *80 

9*00 

2*80 

072 

5 

12*46 

8*88 

3*58 

0*72 

6 

14*32 

8*67 

5*65 

0*74 

7 

1 1*94 

8*68 

3*26 

0*74 

8 

12*42 

9*03 

3*39 

0*74 

The  producer  of  sample  No.  4  was  cautioned  by  the  Clerk  of 
the  West  Riding  County  Council. 


Other  Diseases. 

Beasts.  20  udders 
8  livers 
4  livers 
l  liver 
1  udder 
1  set  of  lungs 
1  set  of  lungs 

1  liver 

2^1bs.  of  briskett 

Pigs.  4  livers 

2  sets  of  lungs 
1  set  of  lungs 

1  heart  and  lungs 

1  hock  and  foot. 

Sheep.  3  livers. 

2  lungs  and  livers 
2  livers 

1  set  of  lungs 
1  liver 
1  heart 

1  set  of  intestines 
1  liver 

1  forequarter 
1  carcase  and  organs 
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Market. 

Frequent  inspections  of  the  food  stalls  in  the  market  have 
been  made  and  the  cleanliness  and  efficient  screening  of  the  meat 
stalls  enforced  as  far  as  possible.  There  is  a  great  need  for  im¬ 
proved  accommodation  in  the  market  so  as  to  secure  the  hygenic 
display  and  handling  of  foodstuffs. 

Slaughter  of  Animal  Act,  1933. 

26  licences  for  slaughtering  or  stunning  animals  which  have 
been  granted  by  the  Council  were  in  force  during  the  year.  Two 
new  licences  were  issued.  No  contraventions  of  the  Act  were 
found. 

Section  1  of  the  Act  requiring  the  mechanical  slaughtering 
or  stunning  of  animals,  does  not  apply  to  sheep  slaughtered  in  the 
Council’s  district. 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

Six  shops  were  inspected  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act 
relating  to  ventilation  and  temperature  of  shops  and  to  sanitary 
conveniences.  Two  shops  were  found  to  be  without  means  of 
maintaining  a  reasonable  temperature  in  the  shops,  and  the  nec¬ 
essary  heating  apparatus  was  installed  at  one  shop  during  the 
year. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Six  cases  of  rat  infestation  of  premises  were  dealt  with 
during  the  year  and  baiting  and  trapping  carried  out. 

Attention  was  directed  to  securing  the  removal  of  places  of 
harbourage  for  the  vermin  and  during  National  Rat  Week  the  film 
“  Your  Enemy  the  Rat”  was  shown  at  a  local  cinema  in  order  to 
promote  interest  in  this  work. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

SCARLET  FEVER  AND  DIPHTHERIA.  Enquiries 
were  made  into  105  of  the  cases  of  these  diseases  which  were 
notified  during  the  year,  and  32  re-visits  were  made  with  regard 
to  contacts,  etc. 

Disinfection  of  the  infected  rooms  of  the  dwelling-houses 
was  carried  out  by  means  of  formalin  vapour  immediately  after 
the  removal  of  the  patient  to  hospital,  or  in  cases  where  isolation 
was  effected  at  home,  upon  the  recovery  of  the  patient. 

Books  from  the  Public  and  Circulating  Libraries  found  at 
houses  where  infectious  diseases  occurred  were  collected  and 
disinfected  before  being  returned  to  the  libraries  concerned. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  Diphtheria,  each  public  element¬ 
ary  school  in  the  district  was  sprayed  on  three  occasions  during 
the  year  with  formalin. 
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I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  interest  that  the 
Members  of  the  Council  have  shown  in  the  work  during  the  year, 
and  to  thank  all  the  officials  for  the  help  which  I  have  received 
from  them. 


I  am,  Gentleman, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  W.  WILKINSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Town  Hall, 

Wath-upon-Dearne 
May  1938. 


